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ECO CATANIA: GRIMALDI GROUP’S  

FIFTH GREEN GIANT CHRISTENED 

 

 

The ceremony was held today in the Sicilian port which the Neapolitan company’s new 

ro-ro vessel is named after 

 

Catania, 7 July 2021: The christening ceremony of the Eco Catania – the new ro-ro vessel 

delivered to the Grimaldi Group in early June – ended just a little while ago at the port of 

Catania. This is the fifth of 12 hybrid ships belonging to the innovative GG5G (Grimaldi Green 5th 

Generation) class and ordered by the company from the Chinese Jinling shipyard located in 

Nanjing. 

The event was attended, among others, by representatives of local authorities and the port 

community of Catania and a large representation of the main Sicilian customers of the 

Neapolitan shipping company. The ceremony began with greetings from Catania Mayor Salvo 

Pogliese, Eastern Sicily Sea Port System Authority Commissioner Alberto Chiovelli, Eastern 

Sicily Maritime Director Giancarlo Russo, and Grimaldi Group Executive Manager Eugenio 

Grimaldi. 

Catania Metropolitan Archbishop Mons. Salvatore Gristina then proceeded to the bless the Eco 

Catania. The ceremony ended with the cutting of the ribbon by the Godmother Letizia 

Santonocito, Mayor Pogliese’s wife, and the traditional breaking of the bottle. 

Just as her four hybrid GG5G-class sister vessels already in service in the Mediterranean, the 

Eco Catania is one of the largest and most eco-friendly ro-ro ships in the world. With a transport 

capacity of over 500 trailers, these green giants are able to halve CO2 emissions compared to 

the previous generation of ro-ro ships operated by the Grimaldi Group, and even to reduce them 

to zero while they are at berth: during port stays, GG5G-class ships can in fact use the electrical 

energy stored by mega lithium batteries with a total power of 5MWh, which are recharged during 

navigation thanks to shaft generators and 350 m2 of solar panels. Moreover, they are equipped 

with state-of-the-art electronically-controlled engines and an exhaust gas cleaning system for the 

abatement of sulphur and particulate emissions. 

"We are proud and grateful that a prestigious company such as Grimaldi Lines has named one 

of the most modern ships after Catania – a vessel equipped with advanced ecofriendly systems 

capable of protecting the environment", declared Catania Mayor Salvo Pogliese. "This is an 

innovative approach to maritime transport that we share, as it is in line with our attitude to 
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combine development with environmental protection. We are facing new job opportunities and 

productive investments that see the Grimaldi Group and family at the forefront to support the 

City of Catania in the path of recovery and growth of our territory, an objective to which we are 

committed every day, in harmony with all the entrepreneurs who bet with innovative visions". 

Eastern Sicily Sea Port System Authority Commissioner Alberto Chiovelli also underlined the 

importance of investing concretely in the sustainable development of the Sicilian port, just as the 

Grimaldi Group did by dedicating one of its most modern and eco-friendly ro-ro vessels to it: 

“The Eco Catania is a concrete reality that combines development and sustainability, an 

important entrepreneurial initiative consistent with national and community planning. We must 

seize the development opportunities that this important initiative offers us, also in terms of 

employment, continuing with the infrastructure development programs in the port of Catania in 

order to make it increasingly capable of providing adequate responses and guaranteeing a 

virtuous growth of the port system as a whole". 

“The city of Catania has hosted us for over 15 years, and we are extremely proud to christen the 

largest and most sustainable ro-ro ship in the world here today,” said Eugenio Grimaldi. "Over 

the last year the ports we serve, as well as our ships and our workers have never stopped, and 

Catania and Sicily as a whole have shown how important trade is to allow the country to survive. 

This is why, once again, I thank the whole Sicilian port community for the precious contribution of 

its workers who, together with our seafarers, have distinguished themselves in this 

unprecedented challenge". 

In the coming days, the Eco Catania will begin to operate regularly between the ports of Genoa, 

Livorno, Catania and Malta, joining her sister vessel Eco Livorno which is already in service on 

the same route. 

 
 
For more information: 
 
Grimaldi Group – External Relations: Paul Kyprianou Ph: 081/496246; Mob: 3204076539; Email: 
kyprianou.paul@grimaldi.napoli.it 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Grimaldi Group, headquartered in Naples, operates a fleet of over 130 vessels and employs approximately 16,000 
people. Wholly owned by the Grimaldi family, it is a multinational logistics Group specialised in the operation of roll-
on/roll-off vessels, car carriers and ferries. It comprises six shipping companies, namely: Grimaldi Deep Sea, operating in 
the transport of rolling cargo and container on the Atlantic routes and between the Mediterranean and West Africa; 
Grimaldi Euromed, specialized in the transport of rolling freight in Europe, in the Motorways of the Sea and in the 
transport of passengers in the Mediterranean with the Grimaldi Lines brand; Atlantic Container Line, which offers 
transport services for containers and rolling cargo between North America and North Europe; Malta Motorways of the 
Sea, shipowning company; Minoan Lines, operating in Greek cabotage for the transport of freight and passengers; 
Finnlines, operating in freight and passengers transport in the North and Baltic Sea. 
The maritime connections are the core of an advanced logistics chain, which includes port terminals and road transport 
companies. The 22 port terminals owned/operated by the Grimaldi Group are located in 12 countries around the world: 
Italy (Salerno, Monfalcone, Civitavecchia, Catania, Gioia Tauro, Savona Palermo & Livorno), Spain (Barcelona, Valencia 
and Sagunto), Germany (Hamburg), Sweden (Wallhamn), Finland (Turku & Helsinki), Denmark (Esbjerg), Ireland (Cork), 
Belgium (Antwerp), Egypt (Alexandria), Cameroon (Douala), Nigeria (Lagos), Benin (Cotonou). Most of these terminals 
are fitted with Pre-Delivery Inspection (PDI) facilities, warehouses and workshops.   
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